
 

 
Praying for the General Assembly 

 
June 14, 2010 

 

Dear Friend,  
 

At the General Assembly meeting in Minneapolis (July 2 - 10), commissioners from our 173 presbyteries 
will make decisions of serious import to the Church -- decisions which will impact the future of our 
denomination as well as the Church's witness to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
We encourage you to be in prayer for the General Assembly, for commissioners, for those who come to 
bring witness to the truth, and for those who come to serve as resources to commissioners. To enable 
your prayers, and the prayers of your congregation, we've prepared a summary list of critical matters 
before the assembly, by committee. 
  
The Big Issues: For each of these issue areas, we are providing a link to an advisory paper offered by 
the Presbyterian Renewal Network. 
  
Committee 6: Church Orders and Ministry 
Ordination standards will be the primary business of this committee. Pray that the outcome upholds the 
standard of "fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in 
singleness."   

  

Committee 7: Form of Government  

Replacing or maintaining our current Form of Government in the Book of Order is the sole item before 
this committee. We are recommending against this sweeping and wholesale replacement of our form of 
government, too mammoth for anyone to clearly understand the implications of. Pray for the GA's 
wisdom in recommending specific changes to the Book of Order. 
  
Committee 8: Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 
The core of Christian faith will be considered in this committee as commissioners consider whether 
Christianity and Islam are different avenues to the same God. Pray for affirmation of Jesus' words: "I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father, except by me." 
  
Committee 12: Civil Union and Marriage Issues 
This committee will consider overtures to change the definition of Christian marriage from "a man and a 
woman" to "two people" or "a couple." They also will have before them a report from a special 
committee that gives them opportunity to uphold a biblical and confessional understanding of marriage. 
Pray that the assembly adopts a strong reaffirmation of marriage and encourages pastoral ministry to 
strengthen marriage.   

  

Committee 14: Middle East Peacemaking Issues 
Will the PC(USA) continue to roil the church with a one-sided advocacy on the trouble in the Middle 
East, or bring its message into reasonable balance?  Pray that commissioners turn from a position of 
political advocacy to more pastoral concern for the souls of all in the Middle East struggle.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs3zKZo7cqWfCQjgjGttL64_mQRMd0mV_w-AygPoD_QfBxmzgFybvFwXq9Kouupnetin-H4tzfsUDcw7JgMTxgPKSi4SOCPuW35c_LAOHuBXtEhQFmiOA_O3sIG3byZo6iab9elVFWjcHKxUzppx4TvUpnqlKB5J-7I=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs1KUM378I64GYaKadl7S2wLrD3qGYTDNPOA9q85u0xbDRXAnVP8rP2L2KoV6wzFAAVeqPt64j1XtXY5RDOLQeVsKuColmDIUsmG1Zjt-2A05cacucFTfgKBTkDBRHwc62ipKiK6bpJh1g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2lsgScnur4QIui9EEz9q-DdRpJwjFgFfgA63NhcLamJVfEdAZWUY9gKGiAiAx1OXDViawxPnsWY-MVGd8EZAB8skHmWi4jKru-ocDDwhVtC7taagJ1RTqAWEtvQqI8kSnJtLnhePqp8nxPm3jL6pwNnYbNnJmTSHKIORuyrFB5rg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2t47DQhtt6fH8gz8mbP7Am_jyKVudTZQzEcnbPmgZ2q1lbqOw1RI3bIE4vXZO9vfPsikaoHjBVpW-rHSYtmEZ8hGVz1xUpnJ-0aS3vSrVT0haSyXMmYkR2yJQ1nQDitM54fRx4UXewOA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs1OP4_HOKkHhR8HC-00aga1kbcDhkuHkp-ksMS2P9_GD8nnkkoDiI0UtMaTorLaOqkaHySqrvzhFgbPBL4r6Y5It-BGWPoafnjqKV04qv_PCNKBgOmj0gktGjRNe54j5a-DfhoNqi1Hx2GKzBH593dAuQ1yCW2h3JI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs1OP4_HOKkHhR8HC-00aga1kbcDhkuHkp-ksMS2P9_GD8nnkkoDiI0UtMaTorLaOqkaHySqrvzhFgbPBL4r6Y5It-BGWPoafnjqKV04qv_PCNKBgOmj0gktGjRNe54j5a-DfhoNqi1Hx2GKzBH593dAuQ1yCW2h3JI=


  

Committee 16: Theological Issues and Institutions 
The addition of the Belhar Confession and the approval of continuing to pursue a rewrite of the 
Heidelberg Catechism in our Book of Confessions are before this committee. According to PC(USA) 
Research Services, an overwhelming majority of Presbyterians are unfamiliar with the Belhar. There is 
no congregational interest in it and it has serious problems in content. Pray that this assembly will leave 
the Book of Confessions in its current state, and that Presbyterians will make good use of it for the 
edification of our congregations.  

  

Committee 18: Board of Pensions, Foundation, and Presbyterian Publishing 
The committee will consider asking all churches to support the provision of medical benefits to same-
sex spouses of denominational employees, a serious breach of the Church's conscience on the morality 
of same-sex relationships. Pray that the GA will decline to require the use of our contributions in this 
way, and instead urge pastoral ministry and help for those in same-sex relationships.  
  
Committees 11, 12, 18 and 19: Places of opportunity to uphold the value of human life 
Pray that the GA take opportunities in these committees to uphold the value of human life, including 
the scriptural teaching that God's love and calling extends to persons even before they are born.   

  

Committee 3: GA Procedures  

This committee has a number of items before it that would change the way in which General 
Assemblies operate in the future. Some may be helpful; others may result in removing or diminishing 
the rights of participants. Pray for the protection of the voice of our sessions and presbyteries in the 
work of the General Assembly.  

  

Committee 4: Middle Governing Bodies 
The committee will consider options for reconfiguring middle governing bodies, including approving a 
commission. Pray for a measured and accountable approach to any plan for change.  
  
Visit the Coalition website for resources and information.  On our GA 2010 page, you'll find links related 
to the General Assembly: issues resources, moderator candidate information, ways you can make a 
difference, and much more!  If you plan to be in Minneapolis during the GA, please let me know. Plan to 
come and give testimony before a committee, or to help in other ways.  If you can't be at the GA in 
person, we understand that you will be able to watch the assembly develop through internet streaming, 
via a link from this page. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Terry Schlossberg, Renewal Advisor  

703-680-4571 or terry@presbycoalition.org  

 
Did you know that you can support The Presbyterian Coalition online?  Click here for more information 
and a user-friendly form. 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2rBXcD8ay6vAzJ5H4RWbHfQKOl4HPkpXrnCRtGRlwNxrToi7G8GVJV9wGdfnnjkG2WgAtRElH5f5Yi6YUP4zacgUH1AgWDVYa4BCQQlBrjCzjqO74g37_ZwWhkp-M79v98AHozG8GfCg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2xSTm0xqVSXJ8BWwzNKvnwwTNu3Zkxn5UEF__PcufIoVoWDcpwA9gJvzflTYEg8B5pz2uw_NHjY3FQ-OZLHSoOfyt3Wuxl1XSVKREV84SEmWPXQRGvm2fL8T5OAoCzF0ALqddZ2pl7Eg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs0FPRxhfr5eZHE4DnHHZW9_xJhwGWK4sBUgZBsGfEkZ24PGcfYUyyYUTsWHNCILSdkFwTzr1_a4ECTBDiJ1rwex9bpE5W6d-xh7eBw59VUps2Ldru5XMqxySgCsWIxCbGf0t6uU1P4RLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2VTXFnoNX7jriXN6nc7G3kzbLRQKGk55FbIdl7m-r09dM6PLhJJHoPW-HmPhrvhtulrjJsW6zD43X3esND-xZYAdxoDpQLLIn4f6E5rndofZ_r3t5xO9eAwqpqYRrnxpylGGTsljV91EZ1vJ74KtFYg3TLi1R7HbM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs2VTXFnoNX7jriXN6nc7G3kzbLRQKGk55FbIdl7m-r09dM6PLhJJHoPW-HmPhrvhtulrjJsW6zD43X3esND-xZYAdxoDpQLLIn4f6E5rndofZ_r3t5xO9eAwqpqYRrnxpylGGTsljV91EZ1vJ74KtFYg3TLi1R7HbM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs3vnS56g1KoUsyb41P7dpHrv_VpVW37T9Ov-BcMvduJ26216PwRohKfSDAbJARzDIASA-Vb-r0yplqJkkxI9VVXoykXfg8x2xjYCfdIMhOQrqzWAv-zZaF9emQEFnDDkecPp64Y5Jye4KcfoPVJhKLNxXtnJHiQsrk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs3RtCdfCIsA9li2oJM9gV0ijRVhJR-jzL8lNqjppPCoTGQV6jcpU57kurhCLJhs0mjs-eamytNIoImlyEyLt7pJi4XljuxAnglvsSGBZNI3TWgIERQ5RQ1oYeo2s9KP4wBfjc28_HjigLOaf2AJbi2yrPj3JQWV8GQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs3gcKzEjB3KLwCb95YhxKhpM7Lj56Fp9ajt1TIjlNPaVb56ouJqRwtgE_sm5VVwCJK-6mjACTgFiRiB3UXWIrKmo79egHI_U9N63heWf93AayWJBHTWEcwwGEt8ooqYnjmSeLWea8Kji5MUqOtklj8E1yeuASAvpVQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs3_iv1r3BNyFBn5ifhMjja_aoUokFLXrXreDvaQJt6shlASMQufwaamHcILsolBvfZyxAGIq0P_niGJ1euCijIpI1zZdig8TOk88iuV1NkqZytddeicK3ADH_yZp_NB9yUaVZMN8LqYqgMAyM-BTe2TXYKX1Za3uXkoeSwkTOn-lA_Gnel-nVBCfT2Vd5wUMLE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs0IkEmxN2dFGORx5FSYdoY1U0hZqxYudrrbjq7koc6mUF5yA6xDt8sr9SG3yvRwENiXWWd650PL9_SYF-uObZikfWV2q2JNfZfYMDPCqKzgweqGE1vc81gW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103474938256&s=11730&e=001K_-DqNxgCs0RU_qXRD_5NLfCUmDzBAdp0MP19G-Dk8PoAHyfeLPmBaoablpB1IeAvhmypUPwX--_RpTY575EW8GUyDq7lV2pNu1JRakDGucr5t7nPcjl5RrLfjJc0HiKGRank5eKLRw=
mailto:terry@presbycoalition.org
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