On ending the repeated efforts to remove the ordination standard in G-6.0106b: The “Give peace a chance” overture

Resolved,
That the Presbytery of _______________________________ overtures the 219th General Assembly to advise the PC (USA) that further attempts to debate and reconsider the ordination standard made explicit in G-6.0106b are not in accord with our “Historic Principles” and that the 219th General Assembly adopt as its own statement the recommendation of the Historic Principles, Conscience and Church Government* which states:
The Historic Principles of Presbyterianism have sought to establish balance between the private judgment of the individual and the freedom of the church to order its affairs. While the majority cannot force its will on an unwilling minority, neither can the minority thwart the intention of the majority on the grounds that the conscience of the minority is violated. Freedom of conscience does not require that the conscientious opinion of every member of the church will prevail. Where there are differences of opinion, our church recognizes that the ways of resolving conflict between the freedom of individual conscience and the requirements of our polity are compromise, acquiescence by one group or another, or withdrawal without causing schism. Therefore freedom of conscience is not abridged by the requirements of our Constitution. 
Rationale

The requirements of the Constitution regarding sexual standards for ordination have been sustained by the vote of the Presbyteries at the recommendation of the 218th GA.

Those requirements are the standards recognized in Scripture and the Confessions throughout the history of our church.

Repeated attempts have been made to persuade the PC (USA) to change or diminish these standards.

Sufficient time and opportunity to alter our standards has been given.  Time, effort, resources and attention to this matter have grown increasingly tiresome and even embarrassing to our church before both the world and the rest of the Church of Jesus Christ and they have eviscerated our energies and hindered our witness.

* “Historic Principles, Conscience and Church Government, Adopted by the 195th General Assembly (1983), Presbyterian Church (USA), p. 17.
