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October 22, 2008


	

	

	Dear The Presbyterian,
The presbyteries of Central Washington and Palo Duro both met last Saturday to vote on the new Amendment B.  Both presbyteries soundly defeated the amendment, getting the voting off to a good start. I've posted the results on the Coalition's website in a link at the top of the page. 



	Watch our page for the votes as they are reported. And please help by letting me know when your presbytery is voting and the outcome of the vote when it happens. 

If you are interested in comparing this year's votes with prior votes for each presbytery, we have a link to that information on our web page as well. Scroll down to the first item under "The history that provides the context for the fourth vote on G-6.0106b." 
This entire Campaign page is a growing collection of resources to help you prepare for the vote in your presbytery. 

Presbyteries are planning to use a "discernment" process in voting
One important item in the preparation process is the 2008 G.A.'s encouragement 
to use a "process of listening and discernment" in the vote on Amendment B. Guidelines for the process were developed by Victoria G. Curtiss, a member of the Peace, Unity, and Purity  (PUP) Task Force. Curtiss' "Guidelines for Communal Discernment" were used experimentally at the 2008 General Assembly. Curtiss refers to this form of decision-making as a "consensus" process. A link to the "Guidelines" is on the Campaign page.

This is a new twist on the voting process. It is not required. The Book of Order requires use of parliamentary procedure (G-9.0302). Robert's Rules were developed precisely because of the potential for confusion and manipulation in consensus decision-making, especially on matters of controversy.  

Some presbyteries are planning small group discussions around tables prior to the vote. In small group discussions, participants are not recognized in order to speak and there is no requirement to hear alternating pro and con arguments. The "Guidelines" recommend using "I" language and an emphasis on how participants "feel." Personalities easily become the focus of discussion rather than the wording of the amendment. 

Amendment B has serious problems that may never surface in table conversation focused on individual feelings. A true discernment process would emphasize a search of Scripture for clear teaching on the subject at hand. 

Marianne Wolfe, who wrote the PC(USA)'s resource booklet on parliamentary procedure (available on the Campaign website), says that consensus decision-making is "antithetical" to protecting both the will of the majority and the rights of the minority. "At its worst," she says, "consensus decision-making is manipulative and overpowering to the rights of the minority because it compels the minority to 'break the unity of the body' in order to disagree."

Parliamentary process, which allows for the expression of pro and con statements--in this case, on the merits of the amendment--is the better process for determining the will of the majority as the body seeks to know and obey the will of Christ for the Church.

The Coalition webpage on the Campaign to Defeat Amendment B has resources that explore the use of the "discernment," or consensus, process. Articles in the Resource Packet address good process and what the constitution requires. 

Please give consideration to the process that will be used in your presbytery. If you need help, please call me.  

Support the Coalition's work to uphold the integrity of constitutional standards for ordination
There is a strong effort to reverse the historic stand of this denomination in support of biblical manner of life standards for ordination in the PC(USA). The Presbyterian Coalition opposes any change in a standard so clearly rooted in Scripture. 

Call on us for help to defeat this amendment in your presbytery.  

We need your financial support. Please give expression to your own convictions in a generous contribution to the Coalition!

Pray and work for the defeat of Amendment B.



	For the sake of faithfulness to the Lord of the Church,
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Terry Schlossberg 

Director

Campaign to Defeat Amendment B
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