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	Dear Friend,
 We are approaching the votes in our presbyteries on the new Amendment B. This new Amendment B should not be confused with the current Book of Order G-6.0106b, that started its life as "Amendment B" in 1996. Some Presbyterians still refer to the original as "Amendment B." The difference between the original Amendment B and the new Amendment B, however, is the difference between day and night, between right and wrong.



	The current Book of Order language in G-6.0106b is:
Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.

The new Amendment B would substitute language that has several problems. Here is the substitute:

Those who are called to ordained service in the church, by their assent to the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003), pledge themselves to live lives obedient to Jesus Christ the Head of the Church, striving to follow where he leads through the witness of the Scriptures, and to understand the Scriptures through the instruction of the Confessions. In so doing, they declare their fidelity to the standards of the Church. Each governing body charged with examination for ordination and/or installation (G-14.0240 and G-14.0450) establishes the candidate's sincere efforts to adhere to these standards."
There are at least four reasons to vote "No" on the new Amendment B. 1. Jesus Christ will be separated from Scripture. 2. The new language will no longer include an ordination requirement: a vague faithfulness is assumed. 3. "Fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness" will be removed. 4. Each ordaining body will be free to act without reference to the will of the majority on behavioral standards for holding office in the PC(USA). But the majority will be negatively affected by the actions of a minority in this new "local option" situation.

We need to work together for the defeat of the new Amendment B
One important way to discourage future actions to change the language of the existing G-6.0106b is to deliver an even stronger and more definite vote from our presbyteries. Our presbyteries have voted on this portion of the Book of Order three times since 1996. Each time the vote has been stronger. The last time we voted was in 2001. Nearly ¾ of our presbyteries said "no" to replacing the existing language of G-6.0106b.

But the forces for change seem unable to hear that the Church knows its will on this matter of "fidelity and chastity." Therefore, let us aim to deliver an even stronger "No" to this most recent attempt to remove the ordination standard.

The Coalition has redesigned its website. The address remains www.presbycoalition.org. On the new website you will find a page identified as "Campaign to Defeat Amendment B."  In the coming days and weeks you will find a growing list of resources on that page. They are meant to help you plan and work for a resounding "No" vote in your presbytery.

Please let me know how we can help you prepare for the vote in your presbytery!
At the upcoming Gathering XI, October 13-16 at St. Andrews Church in Newport Beach, CA, we will have written resources and workshops designed to help you prepare for the vote in your presbytery. 

If you need help to begin the preparation process in your presbytery, please contact me. If you need a speaker for a forum, please contact me. We will do our best to give you the assistance you request.

When you learn the date of your vote, please let me know what it is. Also, please let me know who will be leading the effort to defeat this amendment in your presbytery.

Let us work for a stronger vote in each presbytery, even if yours is a presbytery where a winning vote is unlikely. Let us work for more majority votes in presbyteries and a stronger majority repeating the will of this denomination to honor Christ's will expressed in Scripture: that those who lead the church should aim for godliness of life. And, in spite of their failures, our leaders should be continually seeking the Savior's aid to grow into his likeness.

Let us vote in a way that keeps the bar of leadership high in the PC(USA)! Pray and work for the defeat of the new Amendment B. And please let me know how I can help.

Sincerely,
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Terry Schlossberg
The Presbyterian Coalition: Campaign to Defeat Amendment B




