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	Early Returns: Three Presbyteries Vote "No" on Amendment B
October 28, 2008



	

	Dear The Presbyterian,
The first three presbyteries have voted on the new Amendment B. All three overwhelmingly rejected the amendment. By voting "no," they also overwhelmingly supported maintaining our current biblical ordination standards. 



	The votes, as reported to me, were Central Washington: 7 "yes" votes; 55 "no" votes; Palo Duro: 29 "yes" votes, 47 "no" votes; Mississippi: 2 "yes" votes, 49 "no" votes. These are reliable, but unofficial, tallies. Eventually, we will see the official record reported by the Office of the General Assembly.  

What a "yes" or "no" vote means
A "yes" vote on Amendment B is a vote to change the Presbyterian Church's stance on both theology and morality. Amendment B would make Scripture's moral witness subservient to what an "extra-scriptural" Christ might be thought to teach or to promote. A "yes" vote also would remove the ordination requirement of "fidelity in the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness." Both would be startling changes. 

On the other hand, a "no" vote retains the current language of G-6.0106b, which upholds our belief that Jesus Christ is known through God's revelation in Scripture. A "no" vote upholds Scripture's teaching that sexual relationships are blessed by God when they are expressed in the marriage relationship between a man and a woman.  

The early votes are encouraging
These early votes are encouraging because in each case, the presbyteries voted to follow Scripture's lead even more emphatically than in previous votes on this matter. It is far too early to tell what the outcome of the vote by all the presbyteries will be, but these votes suggest that opposition to undermining the ordination standards may be stronger than ever.  

This denomination needs a strong "no" vote on this amendment in order to emphasize that the church knows her will on this matter and will not change her mind. 

The new Amendment B would change the relationship between Jesus Christ and Scripture
It is also important to keep in mind that this new Amendment B is asking for more than the removal of the "fidelity and chastity" clause in the Book of Order.  Its first sentence--as explained in the rationale for the amendment--raises the stakes significantly. 

This is the new Amendment B's first sentence: 

Those who are called to ordained service in the church, by their assent to the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003), pledge themselves to live lives obedient to Jesus Christ the Head of the Church, striving to follow where he leads through the witness of the Scriptures, and to understand the Scriptures through the instruction of the Confessions. 
The rationale for Amendment B explains the intent: 

"Our church thus has bound itself to a hierarchy of authority in which we are to obey Jesus Christ its Head, and, additionally, to heed first the Scriptures and then the confessions, to the extent that they accurately bear witness to Christ's will. This fundamental hierarchy of authority is accurately and eloquently reflected in the first three of the constitutional questions, the assent to which is required of each candidate for ordination and/or installation. . . . In order to be able to rely on Jesus Christ as its Head and as its chief guide in all of life, the church must shed any subordinate source of authority that would bind its ability to follow where he leads. . . ." [emphasis added]

The hierarchy created by this amendment would permit not only individuals, but also ordaining governing bodies and the courts to dismiss any portions of Scripture that they judge a hindrance to approving same-sex sexual relationships. The broader consequences to the Church of separating Christ's will from Scripture are profound.

We need to reject Amendment B on these grounds alone.  

The early-voting presbyteries have charted the right course for the church
We in the Coalition are grateful to the members of Central Washington, Palo Duro, and Mississippi Presbyteries, who have taken such a strong stand in support of the current constitutional language of G-6.0106b and have expressed such strong opposition to the new Amendment B.

Please do all that you can to prepare members of your presbytery for your own coming vote. Call on me for help. Consult our website for help. Write to me for the Resource Packet in hard copy. I'm happy to send it to you in whatever quantity you need.

At least two dozen more presbyteries will vote in November and December. This vote is more important than ever before to the whole of our denomination's witness to the Lord of the Church. "Let us not grow weary in well-doing!" 

And remember to pray for the Church. 



	For the sake of Christ and his Church,
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Terry Schlossberg
Campaign to Defeat Amendment B
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