Why adopting the proposed Amendment B would be unfaithful to the church’s theology and morality—to its faith and its life
Current language of G-6.0106b

Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.
Proposed substitute language of Amendment B
Those who are called to ordained service in the church, by their assent to the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003), pledge themselves to live lives obedient to Jesus Christ the Head of the Church, striving to follow where he leads through the witness of the Scriptures, and to understand the Scriptures through the instruction of the Confessions. In so doing, they declare their fidelity to the standards of the Church. Each governing body charged with examination for ordination and/or installation (G-14.0240 and G-14.0450) establishes the candidate’s sincere efforts to adhere to these standards.
From the rationale for Amendment B, explaining its intent:

Our church has thus bound itself to a hierarchy of authority in which we are to obey Jesus Christ its Head, and, additionally, to heed first the Scriptures and then the confessions, to the extent that they accurately bear witness to Christ’s will….In order to be able to rely on Jesus Christ as its Head and as its chief guide in all of life, the church must shed any subordinate source of authority that would bind its ability to follow where he leads.
The main objections to Amendment B revolve around these three points:

1. Amendment B imagines a hierarchy that separates the will of Christ from Scripture. 
2. Amendment B would remove the standard for church officers to live either in fidelity within the covenant of the marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness. 
3. Amendment B would remove repentance and the amended life from ordination standards, substituting instead a new concept of “sincere efforts.”
1. 
Amendment B imagines a hierarchy that separates the will of Christ from Scripture
The hierarchy expressed by Amendment B is at best confusing. The rationale sets forth a new teaching that is in conflict with the historic teaching of Reformed faith and of Scripture itself. It separates the will of Christ from Scripture, creating potential for conflict between Scripture and the will of Christ.  Our reformed confessions uniformly teach that while individuals and church councils may err, Christ and his will are made known to us in Scripture which is God’s Word written. Further, our confessions affirm that the Holy Spirit instructs and guides us into understanding Scripture and is never at odds with it. (Scots; 2 Helvetic; Westminster; Barmen; C’67)
The opening sentence of Amendment B provides a way to set aside Scripture in any case where it creates tension or is an obstacle to actions the body wishes to take. The body can then interpret the will of Christ in contradiction to the Word of God. 
Further, the current wording of G-6.0106b should be read in the context that includes G-6.0106a. The “strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord” standards in the first paragraph are linked to G-6.0106b, tying those expectations to Scripture.
2. 
Amendment B would remove the standard for church officers to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness

The current wording of the Book of Order G-6.0106b does not single out any particular sexual practice. It properly focuses on Scripture’s teaching on marriage and sexuality generally, raising a standard that properly applies to us all. 
The marriage relationship is given great importance by Scripture. Both marriage and sexuality are used frequently as metaphors of the faithfulness as well as of the infidelities of the people of God. The New Testament uses marriage as an analogy of the relationship between Christ and his Church.

Scripture, the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order all speak to the blessing of the marriage relationship between a man and a woman, and against all sexual relationships outside the bonds of Christian marriage. Amendment B would eliminate this standard and offers nothing to replace it as a standard for ordination. 
Biblical standards of sexuality and marriage are hotly contested in our whole society today. The whole society needs the Church’s strong, clear witness in this area. This ordination requirement is rooted in the whole of Scripture. When Jesus spoke to it in Matthew 19, he referred to the Genesis account: "Have you not read,” he said, “that [God] who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? …” (Matt. 19:4-6) Alternately, there is no place in Scripture that affirms same sex or adulterous relationships, or any other sexual relationship outside the bond of marriage.
Obedience in the use of our bodies is of utmost importance as an aspect of our discipleship. I Cor. 6 reminds us that our bodies are temples of God’s Holy Spirit and, that as Christ’s redeemed, we are not our own—we have been bought with a price. So, says the apostle, glorify God in your body.

3. Amendment B would remove repentance and the amended life from ordination standards, substituting instead a new concept of “sincere efforts.”

Amendment B introduces a new concept of “sincere efforts” into judging a candidate’s fitness for office. This fuzzy aspiration replaces the church’s central understanding that we are called to live repentant—not perfect—lives. 
The current language of G-6.0106b recognizes that daily we fall short of God’s glory in every aspect of our lives. It is the forgiven and repentant who are qualified to serve the church. That is the power of the Gospel. And it is expressed in the last sentence of the current G-6.0106b. 
Let us affirm what God affirms. Let us not bless what God seeks to redeem. We urge a “No” vote on Amendment B.
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