REPORT OF DENOMINATIONAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE

Because many of our congregations are concerned about proposed changes to the Book of Order, and especially the adoption of Amendment 10-A, the presbytery asked the moderator to appoint a committee to examine these issues.  In the light of the coming changes in the polity of the PCUSA, it is our desire that every one of our congregations retain the unity and fellowship we have long enjoyed as members of the presbytery of Mississippi and fulfill their calling to advance the kingdom of God.

We recommend that the Presbytery of Mississippi authorize the establishment of a Fellowship of Presbyterian Congregations which each of its member congregations or ministers may join if they so choose, while remaining particular congregations or ministers of the presbytery.  The Fellowship’s purpose will be to further the Great Ends of the Church (G-1.0200) by providing for its congregations an opportunity

1. to express the essential tenets of the Reformed faith more clearly than the current polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) allows.

2. to hold its member congregations and officers accountable for upholding these tenets as defined by the Fellowship.

3. to form groups within the Fellowship to further such accountability and fellowship.

4. to insist that all those who are called to office in the Church lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church.  Among these standards is the requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity in singleness.  Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament by any congregation in the Fellowship.

5. to maintain or form mission partnerships with other Reformed bodies both nationally and internationally.
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