
 

 

Pray for PJC Cases this Friday 
 

October 28, 2009 

Dear Friend, 
 

The General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission (GA-PJC) will be hearing two cases this week 
that are critical to the life and health of the PC(USA).  I'm writing to ask you and your churches to pray 
for PJC decisions that will honor the Lord of the Church. 
  
On Friday, October 30, the GA-PJC will meet at the Embassy Suites Indianapolis Downtown 110 W 
Washington, St., Indianapolis, IN), phone: 317-236-1800. The hearings will begin at 8:30 a.m. Eastern. 
  
If you are in the Indianapolis area, please consider going to this meeting and praying on site.  GA-PJC 
proceedings are open to the public. 
  
The PJC will be hearing two cases. Both cases involve persons whose testimonies and/or behavior on 
sexuality are in conflict with the "fidelity and chastity" paragraph of the Book of Order (G-6.0106b).  The 
polity applicable to both cases, previously unambiguous, was brought into question when  the General 
Assembly adopted an authoritative interpretation (AI) in 2006. The AI was based on a recommendation 
of the Peace, Unity, and Purity (PUP) Report and allegedly allows presbyteries to grant exceptions to 
ordination requirements.  
  
In 2008, the PJC ruled in Bush et al. v. Presbytery of Pittsburgh that presbyteries may not grant 
exceptions to any explicitly stated requirement of the constitution. The Bush decision made specific 
reference to the "fidelity and chastity" requirement of G-6.0106b, but the decision did not apply "fidelity 
and chastity" or the 2006 AI to any specific person.    
  
The cases being heard on Friday pertain to the consideration of specific individuals for ministerial office. 
 Both of these cases represent attempts to seek an exception for specific homosexual persons who 
have openly acknowledged that they do not intend to comply with the requirements of G-6.0106b. 
Please pray:    

 that the GA-PJC will render decisions that honor the Savior and are consistent with Scripture 
and the specific requirements of our constitution (which were upheld for the fourth time in a vote 
by the presbyteries in 2008-2009).  

 for those who will be in Indianapolis to argue these cases. Pray for those on both sides of the 
arguments: pray for clarity; pray that truth will prevail.  

 for redemption for all whose beliefs and practices are contrary to the will of Christ revealed in 
Scripture, that they would find redemption through confession and God's forgiveness.  

 that God will empower those who are in Indianapolis as his witnesses and instruments of his 
truth. 

Watch the Coalition website or the PJC website for the decisions in these cases, probably some time 
next week. Watch for analysis of the outcomes in emails from us. For further information on the San 
Francisco case, click here.  For resources on making a difference where you are, contact us. 
  
And please pray. 

 

Working and praying with you,  
 

Terry Schlossberg, Renewal Consultant                                703-680-4571 or terry@presbycoalition.org  
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