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We grieve the decision today by our General Assembly to recommend removing
the moral standard for our ministers and officers that rightly requires fidelity within the
covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness. The action
was adopted by a narrow margin. Nevertheless, it marks a separation from the teaching of
the universal Church on holiness of life. The Holy Scripture teaches us to flee sexual
immorality (1 Cor. 6:18).

The decision is the first step toward removing this standard for ordination from
our church’s constitution. The action must be approved by a majority of our presbyteries
to be enacted.

Our 173 presbyteries have voted four times in 15 years on this same section of our
constitution. Presbyterians in our churches and presbyteries have repeatedly stood with
the Church Universal in refusing to make any change in this moral standard that is rooted
in the will of God expressed in Scripture.

The Church knows its mind on this matter. This General Assembly’s action
continues to roil the Presbyterian Church (USA). The effect of the Assembly’s actions to
require presbyteries to vote again and again on the same matter is to tire and frustrate
Presbyterians.

We commend those commissioners who by their witness and by their votes
upheld the Church’s biblical and historical standard. We pray to God for mercy as we call
on our churches and presbyteries to respond with renewed determination, to see this
action as another opportunity to bring a witness to God’s truth by your perseverance. Let
us follow the Savior’s call not to be weary in well doing.



